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endeavours to console Dhritarashtra and Gandharl and then returns.
When the remaining Kurus hear what has happened they seek out
Dnryodhana. Asvatthama swears he will destroy the Panealas. At i
Duryodhana'*s command Kripa brings a vessel of water and Asvatthama
is consecrated to the command of the army. The three Kurus leave
Duryodhana and depart. The next section is called Sauptikaparvan
(X. LXXIII) and describes the night attack on the Pandava camp. At
the end of it Duryodhana expresses his satisfaction and goes to heaven.
Ifc will be obvious on reading this play that our dramatist represents
the story in a very different way from that in the epic.

First we may note a feature of the construction of the play. There
is only one act with as many as sixty-six verses, but this is introduced
by an Interlude or Introductory Scene (Vishkambhaka), in which three
soldiers (bhata), reciting verses in turn, give us a description of battle, of
the battle-ground, and of innumerable corpses. Then they tell us of the
fight with maces between Bhlma and Duryodhana, that Bhima is struck
down, and Duryodhana taunts him. Then that Krishna makes a secret
sign, strikrag his own thigh; that Bhlma with a mighty effort and with
both his arms hurls the mace on his opponent's thighs. Bhlma is led
away by the Pandavas and Balarama is very angry.

This long description of what is happening reminds us of the three
priests describing the sacrifice in The Five Nights, and, to a lesser degree,
of the descriptions of the fight in the same play.

Baladeva opens the next scene, and Duryodhana crawls in with both
thighs broken. Baladeva threatens vengeance, but Duryodhana, the
wicked prince, shows a saintly resignation.

Then the dramatist brings on to the field of battle the old blind king
Dhritarashtra and Ms devoted wife Gandharl, who3 according to the
epic story, were miles away at Hastinapura. With them come two
queens of the fallen prince and his little son.1 There is a poignant
passage, with the boy attempting to climb on his father's knees. All
this has been invented. Duryodhana preaches reconciliation to his son
and looks for death.

Asvatthama, the son of the old preceptor Drona, enters and declares
he will slay the Pandavas. Duryodhana attempts to dissuade him, but
he swears he will do it by a raid at night. Baladeva bears witness to
the oath. Asvatthama declares Durjaya the heir to the kingdom. (By
the compact the realm should go to the Pandavas and AsVatthama was
made commander in the epic.) Then Duryodhana is satisfied. He has

1 There is nothing about a son of Duryodhana in the epic.    Another Duryodhana ms
the son of a Durjaya.